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Literacies 

 I allow of no writing for the poor…My object is not 
to make them fanatics, but to train up the lower 
classes in habits of industry and piety (Hannah 
More) 



Hannah More 





The Rights of Man 



Work: educating the labouringpeople 



Economies 



The standardisation of language that literacy 
allows: 

  made the production and  free circulation of 
commodities around colonial economies possible. 

  made the free circulation of subversive ideas to 
create a revolution possible. 

  combined with the communications technology of 
cheap printing presses and cheap paper,  made 
rapid circulation of commodities and ideas  
possible. 



Text and the future 

 The idea of a technologically enabled Knowledge 
Economy assumes literate engagement on a global 
scale. 

  - not so much to produce knowledge 
  - more to trade knowledge 



Wheat farming 



Standardisation 





Competing on a global market 




